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David & Jennifer Adsit
Ed Amidon & Louise McCarren
Giles & Elizabeth Anderson
Anonymous
Joshua & Jennifer Bagnato
Barbara Baker
Joe & Martha Barton-Rivera
Susan Bayer
Frank & Regina Berk
Richard Bernstein & Carol Hanley
Marianne Lee Blanchard
David & Carol Blanshine
Jan Blomstrann
Rick Blount & Andrea Grayson
Je� & Jessie Bradley
William & Karen Bruett
Charles & Mary Brush
Laura Cahners-Ford
James Carpenter & Lucinda �ayer
Ted & Anne Castle
Michael & Kate Cervi
Citizens for Safe Farming, Inc.
Owen & Carol Clay
Greg & Lynn Clu�
Robert & Robin R. Coleburn
Carol Conard
Deborah V. Cook
Sam Darling
Deborah Raven Davis
Staige & Sarah Davis
Andy & Birgit Deeds
David Diaz
Steve Dickens & Myra Handy
Mark & Ann Dillenbeck
Terry Dinnan & Marty Illick
Dorothy Doherty
Jim Donovan & Patricia O'Donnell

Robert Downing & Lisa Crispin
John & Heather Dwight
Jacob Edgar & Deirdre Holmes
Richard Eyre
Jon & Louise Fairbank
Elisa Fante
Richard & M. Teena Flood
Frances Foster
Roger S. Foster, Jr. & Baiba J. Grube
Steve & Meg Foster
Gary Franklin & Shanley Hinge
Bill & Eva Fraser-Harris
Roger & Henrietta Fridholm
David & Jane Garbose
Christie Garrett
Walter Gates
Gabrielle Gillies
Jack Giraudo & Christine Colby
P. Alex Graham
Linda Hamilton
Dana Hanley
Kristina Har�
Moe Harvey & Mary Mead
Peter & Alice Hausmann
James & MaryEllen Hebert
Tom & Janice Heilmann
Carl & Carlanne Herzog
Nancy Hinsdale
Mary Holmes
Mare Hopkins
George Howe
Beth Humstone
James & Susan Hyde
Joseph Ingram & Steve Berns
Lorna Jimerson
Peter & Paula Joslin
Hank & Josie Kaestner

Nicholas & Denise Kahm
John & Nancy Kelly
Mac & Virginia Keyser
Lisa Kiley
Kiley-Nivola Family Foundation
Aileen Kraus
Julian Kulski & Lisa Boyle
Maryann Kyburz LaDue
Jim & Anne Lampman
Kate Lampton
John & Jane Lawlis
Bud & Barbara Lawrence
John Limanek & Laurie �ompson
Lionheart Charitible Trust
Betty Ann Lockhart
John & Karyn Lunde
Christopher Mack & 
Lindsay Longe

Elizabeth Magnuson
Mary-Anne Martin
Je�rey & Susan McDonald
Glynda McKinnon
James & Danielle Menk
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Edd & Beth Merritt
Bob & Kate Mesaros
Kip & Mary Mesirow
Evan & Catherine Metropoulos
Geo�rey Miller & 
Beth Buttles-Miller

Andrew & Nancy Milliken
Ted Montgomery
Ronda Moore
James & Alice Murdoch
Magdalena Naylor
Evan Osler
Paul & Rhonda Pagnucco

John A. Pane & Elizabeth Bassett
Jenane Patterson
Norman & Dorothy Pellett
Nancy Petty
Mark & Claudia Pfa�
David Pill & Hillary Maharam
Point Bay Marina
Ernest Pomerleau
Katherine Ranallo
William & Rosemary Raszka
Jessica Rauch
Bill & Nina Regan
Gay Regan
Andrea Rogers
John & Nancy Rosenthal
Andrew & Erin Ross
Eleanor M. Russell
Michael & Margaret Russell
Tom & Ebeth Scatchard
Wolfger Schneider
Sandy Scho�eld
Del Sheldon
James & Abby Sheldon-Dean
Susan Sim
Scott & Curry Simmel
Matthew & Dana Slater
Je�rey Small
Deborah N. Smith
Je�rey & Jolinda Smith
Chris & Elizabeth Snyder
Larry Sommers & JoAnne Dennee
Linda Staniar
John & Robbie Stanley
Andrew Swayze & 
Jean Andersson-Swayze

Peter Swi� & Diana McCargo
Perkins-�urber Family

Joseph & Cornelia Tierney
Susan Tucker
Robert & Robin Turnau
Mary Van Vleck
Tim & Mary Volk
Peter & Julia Voll
Mike Walker & Susan Hodgson
Peter & Meg Walker
Richard Warren
Stan & Bettina Wasilewski
Richard Wasserman & 
Abigail Foulk

Scott Waterman & 
Sandra Steingard

Richard & Patricia Waters
Doug Weaver & Sharon Richards
David Webster
Jesse & Kyra Wegman
Peter Weith & Karen Fondacaro
Clint West
Victoria Wideman
Jack & Susan Williamson
Steven Wisbaum & Suzanne Lourie
Jill Wolcott
Michael & Janet Yantachka

IN MEMORY OF: 
Tom Bergh
Larry Hamilton

IN HONOR OF: 
Kelly Malcyzk
Brian & Jennifer Slater
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T O  O U R  N E I G H B O R S
2020 WAS A STRANGE YEAR for all of us, but it was also an excep-

tionally busy one for the Charlotte Land Trust (CLT). Inquiries about 
conserving land were numerous and several projects moved toward 
eventual conservation easements. Regular yearly stewardship reviews and 
the work we do to maintain a well-functioning organization continued. 
While we missed the opportunity to see many of you at the events we had 
planned, we have achieved a lot.

By the time this report reaches you, 71 acres of excellent farmland 
owned by John and Carol Snow will have been conserved and sold to a 
young couple to start their �rst farm. Other projects in the works will 
conserve forest and natural areas as well as additional farmland. Addi-
tionally, we have undertaken a study, in partnership with UVM’s Center 
for Rural Studies, of Charlotte’s farms and farmers, the trends a�ecting 
agriculture, and ways to strengthen this important sector. �e Charlotte 
Farm Study will conclude this spring and we’re looking forward to sharing 
the results with you.

All of us who volunteer on the Charlotte Land Trust board appreciate 
the strong and longstanding support for conservation in Charlotte. �at 
support is re�ected in the beautiful landscape of our town — numerous 
and varied farms, wildlife habitats, forests, and waterways that contribute 
to our healthy environment. Visit charlottelandtrust.org to learn more 
and to see how you can help support conservation in Charlotte.

— Katherine Lampton, President, Charlotte Land Trust

Charlotte Land Trust

�e mission of the Charlotte Land Trust is to 
conserve the natural and working lands of Charlotte
for the bene�t of present and future generations

On the cover: Grass Cattle Company barn on the Charlotte-Hinesburg Road

CharlotteLandTrust.org

• Charlotte Land Trust •
2020 Annual Report •

David Watts — 
1945–2021

We remember with sadness 
our fellow board member, 
David Watts, who passed 
away unexpectedly in his 
sleep on January 16. 
David was an extremely 
committed and engaged board member who helped us in 
so many ways by sharing his legal expertise, his penchant 
for the outdoors, and his cheerful demeanor. He and fellow 
board member, David Pill, annually conducted all of our 
stewardship visits to CLT-conserved properties. He was 
passionate about land conservation work. We will miss his 
thoughtful input at our board meetings, his wonderful 
laugh, and his wisdom.



Charlotte’s Conserved Land

“We realize that what makes Charlotte so special for us is 
the conservation of land for open space, recreation, and the 
protection of farms that provide local food. For all that, 
we thank the visionary actions of the Charlotte Land Trust.”

 — Jim & Susan Hyde

�e LaPlatte River tributary Mud Hollow Brook runs 
through this conserved 160-acre farm. Owner/operator 
Steve Schubart practices regenerative agriculture, 
using plants to grow soil, instead of soil to grow plants. 
Rotationally-grazed cattle harvest those plants, trample 
the grass, and inoculate the soil with nutrient rich 
manure. Schubart has already tested and detected an 
increase in organic matter in the ranch’s soil. More 
organic matter bolsters the land’s ability to absorb 
ground water to keep nutrients in place instead of in 
the brook and, eventually, Lake Champlain. Fences to 
keep the cattle out and a riparian bu�er zone of thick 
native vegetation also help reduce runo�.

When John and Carol Snow decided to sell 71 acres 
of farmland, which sits directly in the Mount Philo 
viewshed, they knew they wanted it to remain in 
agriculture. But, the value of their land had risen to the 
point that it would be una�ordable for most farmers. 
�at’s where conservation came in. �e Snows sold a 
conservation easement on their land to Vermont Land 
Trust with support from CLT. By doing so, the 
appraised value of the land was reduced, allowing 
Katie Rose Leonard and Bryan Seward to purchase it 
and start their �rst farm.

Today, this recreation path runs from Mount Philo State Park to the 
Champlain Valley Co-housing on Greenbush Road. When complete, 
it will continue to the Town Beach via the West Village. Several 
sections are on conserved land and easements for the trail were part 
of the conservation process. �is path is open to the public and 
provides an outstanding venue to get outside and walk, run, bird, 
bike, ski, and more. 

Since its purchase in 2018, this former dairy farm has sprouted 
a grain malting operation, a shrimp farm, a bakery using 
estate-grown grain, and more. In 2020, the owners partnered 
with Vermont Land Trust and the Audubon Society to clear 
invasive buckthorn and honeysuckle from 20 acres of former 
pasture leaving islands of native dogwood, viburnum, and red 
cedars. �ese shrub species are the preferred habitat for 
warblers, towhees, and woodcocks to nest as they pass through 
Vermont annually. As development blankets the Champlain 
Valley, conserved land such as Nordic Farm is providing vital 
habitat for migrating species.

Tom Kenyon is transitioning this organic farm, which 
uses roughly 190 conserved acres in Charlotte, to his 
son Dave — the 8th generation of this family to farm 
in Vermont. You’ll �nd Nitty Gritty cornmeal and �our 
at area markets, as well as in breads from Backdoor 
Bread and Slow�re Bakery. To avoid synthetic herbi-
cides and fertilizers, the Kenyons rotate crops, planting 
�elds that have grown wheat or corn for several years 
with hay and legumes to �x nitrogen in the soil and 
suppress weeds. With help from a state grant, they 
recently purchased a tine tiller to help eliminate weeds, 
reduce tillage, and nutrient runo� in turn.

Owner Cathy Wells grows organic greens and �owers 
on this farm which includes 54 acres of conserved 
land. You can look for her uber-�avorful salad blends 
at the Shelburne Supermarket or get her �owers 
through a weekly bouquet subscription. Beyond the 
acreage growing greens and �owers, Wells has created 
windrows to support overwintering pollinators and 
stands of milkweed for butter�ies around the ponds. 
Her goal is to create a harmonious balance between 
agriculture and natural habitat. Unity Farm is one of 
dozens of farms participating in the Charlotte Farm 
Study that CLT is conducting this year.

Credits — Cover: Steve Schubart; Nordic Farm habitat restoration: Allaire Diamond; 
Steve Schubart with cows: courtesy VHCB; Cathy Wells: Unity Farm; 
Katie Rose Leonard: Head Over Fields Farm; Design & Production: SERIOUSdesign

�is map shows the impact CLT and your donations have made to our 
local landscape. �e six call-outs o�er a sampling of the ways 
conservation bene�ts our community.
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